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OUR Lordhips Commands have made thefe 


Papers publick, I have no deſign in them, 
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BARONS of Her M ajeſties Court ot 
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then hs to beſcech and perſwade by the meckneſs 
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und gentleneſs of Chriſt ; and to Encourage. 
much as may be , that true Spirit of Chiti 
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which our Lori hath ſo highly recommended by bis. 3 : 
own mot Excellent Example. __—— 

= _ 
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Your Lordſhips particular Directions, have pre- - 


vented my offering any thing more, ſave my humble 
Acknowledgments for your Lordſhips great favour, 
in giving me leave to take ſhelter under your Lord- 
thips Patronage. 


That Almighty God may bleſs and preſerve your 
Lordſbips with a long and happy Life here, and 
may compleat that Happineſs with the Everlaſting 
Enjoyments of that Life which is to come; is, 
My Lords, the hearty Prayer of your Lordſhips 


Moſt Humble 
Moſt Faithful, and 
Moſt Obedient Servant 


ohn Robinſon. 
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Bleſſed are the Meek, for they ſhall inherit 
| the Farih. 


Heſe words ſeem to be taken from the 37th P, 
and intended to repreſent, the happy ſtate ot : 
quiet and good Humour'd man; who bv g 
tleneſs and forbearance, paſſes thro a peryl- 

and troubleſom world, with a ſatisfaction the rough anc I 

boiſterous are altogether unacquainted with; tor ho 1 

ving beforehand fixt in his mind the principle of tor. 

Bons injuries, of paſſing over and neglecting the a! 
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ronts and inſolent behaviours, of the Rude and un 
thinking part of mankind; being abſolute matter o. 
his own inclinations appetites, and paſſions, it 13 no: 
within the reach of any thing here to Ruffie or dil | 
compoſe him; but in the midf of the noiſe and buſtle |} 
of the world, he rides fate, like a well built Veſlel, | 
ſecur'd by her Balaſt, Anchors and Cables, on the top 
of the moſt boiſterous billows, and amidſt, the High 
winds, Storms and Tempeſts, which fo frequently 
invade and endanger the peace and tranquility ot man- 
kind. And on this Account the F/, and our 
Saviour have declar'd him bleſſed, that is, happy, quiet, 
and caſy, in Gods Favour, and under the protection 
and guidance of the Divine Spirit, (the week f be 
guide in Judgment P/. 25. 9.) ſecure of the good will 
and Freindſhip of the reſt of this kind, for who can 

; harm 
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ſeldom breaks, and the Lithy Twigs fear not 


force of winds and tempeſts. and then he is always ——_—_— 
quiet at home, Enjoys an undiftrub'd Serenity and _— 
Eafineſs of mind, his thoughts are clear and pleaſant, a 


and there is a perpetual calm within, and what is thus 
pure & pzaceable there, diſcovers its ſelf in all his Con- 
verſation and intercourſes with others, it ſweetens ü 
his addreſs, and Softens his words; and the mean 
and air of ſuch a Man is all Charming and ſo agree- 

ene, able, that St. Pas deſcription of a meck and quiet 
Spirit, as being an Ornament which ſets out to the 
moſt advantage, thoſe who have it, is moſt appa- 
--ntlv verified in him. 


1) From the fore cited words, I ſhall at preſent, 
»oly enquire I. % toda of getting for our ſelves 
| Keel T's fr ame an e , mind. 


zy) To encourage our Endeavours after it, I 
hall Repreſent the State aud Condition, life and ations 
of a mvwek yorrited AN. 


(3ly) 1 ſhail ſhew the afſurance he bath of being 


Ble, in the litteral fence and ſignification of the 
words, ihe meek ſpall tuberit the Harth. 


(1.) I am to enquire, how we [hall ſecure to our 
ſelves this frame 1 AFemper of mind; and I take it 
to be thus, that we take. care to have all Right with- 
in; that var thouchts and the ſentiments of our minds, 
be well lookr to, and put in order, the heart is thought 
to move firſt hi wav, and lite is laid to begin there, 
it i5 the ſcat of our affections, appetites, and piifions, 
| and _ 
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. ad eebdte all the Kod evil we do is ſuppos d to 
. Wome from thence, as evil thoughts, Murthers and Adulte- 
4 Ways, Mar. 15. 19. with thoſe perverſc and grevious Words 
2 titir up Anger, & raiſcDifſention amongſt Brethren, 


WS: 


—_— art the mouth ſpeaketh, Mat.1 2. 34. and on the o- 
4 4 

1 er fide, if the Hcart be full of the tear of God. 
1 4 and a ſenſe of Religion, and vertue, then from thenc. 


A 


3 4Y come all manner of agreeable words and actions, 2.3 5. 
g ood man out of the good treaſure of h:s heart be tit: 
Y > forth good things; men ſhew their Spirits an 4 d. 

= fitions by their w ords and actions, theſe are as hs 


Y 2 -inward thoughts of a man ; therefore ſaith Saen 
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TE iſſaes of life, that is, govern vour affections, and ſet 
in order the thoughts and ſentiments of vour minds, 
as you would guard and ſecure vour fouls; for life and 
Death, ſtand within the Compaſs of your affections ; 
and as you order theſe, you make choice of the on: 
or the other. For I take it to be the greateſt bufi- 
neſs of a man's Life to govern 75 own Spirit, fo Prot 

16. 3 Z. He that 1s flow 70 2 ο better than the : gh, 
and he that ruleth his oni ſpirii, 7k in he that f. OY 1h Ci. 
ty; there is more in it to ſubduc the irregular p.flions 


Nations, or to beat down the W alls and Bullu orks © 
Eortified Towns and Cities; and this is the only wa 
to acquire this uſctul, this Ornamental vertue the ſpi 
rit of meekneſs, to get an abſolute Victory and Dom. 
nion over our ſelves; that it may alwavs be in our pow. 
er, to inform our Underſtandings s, to refine and purify 
our affections, and then we thall be intire maſters of all 
our words and actions; nothing will be unbecoming not 

J dilagrecable in our whole life; ; if the Fountain be clear, 


all 


5 theſe allo comes from thence , out of the abundance of the 


keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the 


and inordinate affections in mans felt, than to Conquer 25 
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„ all the fireams will be ſweer age ure, r 8 de "I * 
"fed from all filthineſs of fleſn an Spirit, and ſhall perfechn 6. 
Holineſs in the fear of God. "9 A 
240), Lam to repreſent the Condition, Life and Aitions 1 IJ IJ 


„f a meek ſpiritea man; and 1#, the meek man hath al- = 
ways fair weather at home, and this is not the leaf hap- 
pincſo, nay perhaps the greateſt, that a mans own © 1 | 
thoughts are clcar and caly ; none but they that hayes 
it, know the ſorrow and diſturbance of a ſad. and per- + 8 
plexcd mind, a uu ſpirit who can bear, ſaith Solo- 
anon; but the me 1 and humble man hath none of theſe 
about him, no impati⸗ nt cager deſires, to teaze and vex 
him, like Rur hel's unlia 2 PPY paſſionate withes, Gen. 30. 1. 
Give ne Children or eſe 1 410, No vain impotent opini- 
on of his owu worth or excellencies, which {well un- 
thinking men with pride and ſelf. conccit, and render 
them uncaſy torhenmielves and every Body elſe; while 
the, vainly affect and ftrive for that preheminence a- 
Dove and bel. Or others 3 3 for that reſpect and {laviſh ob- 
{ervance from all es which they are never like to 
mect ich, and it were abſurd and ridiculous for them to 
hope ior. What a Huff and Confuſion was Haman in, 
hecauſe Mordecar did not rife up, when he paſt thro? the 
2atc of the Palace, Hie 5.9. this Pridg of his ſower'd 
all his Enioyments, and ins little time came to be his 
Ruine ; but the meck and humble man, ſcorns and de- 
ſpiſcs all the aironts 5 isnitics of the world, his 
Humility is a guard all injuries, and becauſe 
none can think inore n "re of him than he does of 
himfelt, he lives ſecure iron all thoſæ things that can 
inſult or ditquiet him from without. 
2al;, I. meck ſpirited as they are calm within, ſo 
their Carriage to all without chem is fair and engaging, 
a heſc 2 are never injurious, never Cenſorious; they are 
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12 jury is done is ſoon appeaſed and ſits down, with none, 
or wich a very eaſy Satisfaction made him. You may 
bee the Spirit of a man, by application to him in the 
bufineſs, and affairs of Life. Some are of ſo ſowre and 


1 » 
per, that they are ſcarce ever in good hu- 


þ 
” 


do any purpoſe, or elſe froward, waſpiſh and chole- 


der unhandſom and unreaſonable reſtraints ; ſubject to 
8 reproaches, rough uſage and bitter words; but the 
| meek man is ever eaſy of acceſs, gentle, affabler, and 
c.ourteous, entertains you with a {mile , not of derifi- | 
| on and contempt , but the never failing token of Bo- a | 
| 


i 7; R * 8 
5 nevolence and Affection; ſuch a one is ready to hear, 


aꝛeeaſy to be intreated, and ſo fair Conditioned in all his 
Carriage and Behaviour, that all a man hath to do , 
= wath him looks like the Entertainment of a moſt in- 


1 
= "IR 


= timatec friend; ready always is he to grant all we re— 
= © 3 queſt, or if he be forc'd to deny us any thing, it is 


Ts 


_—_— with great regret and rcluctancy, and he ſweetens the 
_ Denyal with ſo much goodncis, and real aſſurances of 
—_—#icndhip, chat at the ſame time he denics he pleaſes 

—_—— acc too; and what can tend ſo much as this, 
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curity like to it: for a good man they will ever dare to 
die; but the ſevere and rough ſpirited often falls a 8a. 
crifice to the reſentments of thoſe who have been il} 
uſed by them: and as no man can be great without 
this vertue, ſo cannot he be good nor religious as he mb 
ought to be, Jam. 3. 13. Who is a wiſe man and endu. 
ed with knowledge among ſt you, let him ſhem out of «a 
good Converſatioz , hu works with meekneſs of wiſdomn. 
Wiſdom and religious Goodneſs are not but in Con 
junction with meckneſs; this muſt accompany all Re- 
ligious Inclinations, or elſe they are Paſhon, fiery 
Zeal, or carnal Intereſt, Whatever the outſide pf Ra 
tenhons are, this alſo is the Qualification that makes 
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tion in the world, are uncertain and accidental, that 
God ſometimes taketh the Poor out of the Duſt, and Me 
raiſeth the Beggar from the Dunghill, to ſer him among 
Princes; to make him inherit the Crown of Glory 5 mal 
and all this to remove Pride from man, and to teach Rm 
every Man to be modeſt and humble, as conſidering 
what they might have been, or what they may yet hs mm 
by the Changes and Viciſſitudes of Fortune. If a man__— 
be a Husband, and engaged in the Marriage State, mec 
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neſs teaches him, to treat with tendernefs and reſpe 
8 ' ; . _—— 
the Partner ol his Cares, and the Companion of; h 
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er Conftancy and affections by Repeated acts 
res and Ref ect. If God hath placed 
eh {tation either in Church or State, this 
VMeches him to uſe the power and dignity he is in- 
Wd. with, for the Benefit and advantage, not to- 
Hurt or Detriment, much leſs to the Ruine and De- 
action of any; He that Rulcth over men muſt be 
| 4 wan that fears God and hateth Covetouſneſs; 
zi nothing engages a man more to perform theſe 
ois than ©, of his temper, that he is of 
* tender and * nature, and would have 
every Body be fake and caſy ; ſuch a man will not 
AJifſturb cal peace of him that lives Quietly by him, 
3 mor. make the innocent and harmleſs uncaſy and miſc- 
5 le. The higher any man is Plac'd, the ncarer he 
(lands to that Majeſty that is above; and the more he is 
2 I Obliged, to Imitate the excellencies and per fections of it. 
.Y Now God is good and doth good: loves not to be known, 

8 but when force to it, in noiſe and fury, 1 K. 19.11. 
* or God was not in the Whirld-wind, nor in the Earth- 


ens but in the ſtill voice: tender mercies and Com- 


* imfelf: when he: dehgns to have to do with 155 he 
2 ſer the Sun to Riſe on 1; iii aud un 1h 19; od, and. 
: 0 hit Rain to fall on the juſt ana 14 ihe wigupe the Bright- 
his Glory, the expreſt Image ot his Perſon , 


* Habit to come abroad in; fo tac Prophet I/a;al the 


om my Soul Delight eth, ver. 2. he ſhall not cry nor lift 
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erer, 1 Pet: 3:7. but ſo to dee " 4 : 
and behave himſelf towards her, that he maß vn 


Be: 
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jon are ever with him, and in tholc he Clothes 


_ when hc appearcd among men, took upon Him this 
2 'Y 42. . Behold my Servant 67 ul uphold, my Elect in 


1 „ vaice in the 3 nate a braſed Reed {hail 2 not. 


wot- fail, 
2 the Earth, and 
Wt. Fen "Which proves, "that: * * 9% 
diſpoſition, may well enough compbrt am bs 
= preurneſs ; and that theſe are very uletul t 
and bring about the Ends of it; Go tell the D of =i 
Sion, Behold thy Ring cometh to the meek, 2 ach -B 
riding upon an Afs, _ a Colt the foal of a Aſs"; upon 
whi ch Interpreters make this Gloſs, he will net beans JF 
ficrce imperious Lord, like the Kings and Potente Rn 
of the carth, he will ul no abſolute — man 7 | 
2 = J 
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Remiſl n and Pardon , 3 the eaſy ad 6 
ble terms or conditions of the Goſpel : if => 1 
and Governours will be pleaſed to confider this, it 
will make them, and thoſe uuder their Charge very Av 
eaſy, and they will ever find the People willing and 
-obedient while they are in Power. St. Peter ging 1 
Directions to the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church 3 9 
1 Pet. 5. 1. addreſſes himſelf to them thus, Ih. 115 N 
ders which are among you I exhort, who am alſo us El. 
der and Witneſs of the Sufferings of Clrit, and. par. bo: OT 
taker of the Glory that ſhall be Revealed; feeds BO: ch 
flock of God which is among you , taking. the owel FM 
thereof, not by conſtraint, bat willingly „ At for thy - -Þ 
Lacre, but of a ready mind, neither as being Lords ws _ 
ver God's Heritage, but enſamples to the Noct, and whim |} © 
the m— Shepherd ſhall wr „ that — Tote; e 
Ef "ok 
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— mn 4 ie, than one of a haſty, paſſionate Nature, he; 
enjoy them longer then other men, and when 


[+ » 8 
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LEES heritances of others do uſually deſcend; a calm 
r ſpirited man is like to have a greater ſhare of 
Ez the Bleflings and Advantages of Life than the haſty 
n froward; fo the Promiſe; of God, and ſo the 
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f days of Dearth they ſhall have enough; and again 25. WE # 
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they ſhall not be aſhamed in the evil time, and in 
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Ez © 
ble and Meek Spirited appears from the 1K, and 7th Pp 8 
2 and 8th Verſes, Fret not thy ſelf becauſe of the un- 
; godly, nor be envious againſt the evil doers , Ver. 7, 8. 
. Reſt in the Lord, and wait patiently for him; ceaſe nl 

From anger, let go diſpleaſure, fret not thy ſelf in any_—_— 
| | . miſe to do evil. n 
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zal), It is fo from the Reaſon of the thing, 
| There is no ſuch way to make our Lives quiet, 
| fate and comfortable: as exerciſing candour and in- 
| genuity towards all men; by this means we ſhall 
have a great many friends, and few or none to be; _ 
our enemies; for who will harm us if we purſue a nn 
ways, the good and peace of all we converſe with 7 bw 
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, and arc the uſual cauſes of all thoſe trou- 
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SE thren ill, but we render our ſelves odious to them, 
Jo that our Lives can neither be ſafe , nor pleaſant, 
as long as we ſuffer theſe unnatural Paſſions to poſ- 
fes and diſpoſe us to miſchict. Beſides, all Man- 
ET kind will ſhut their doors againſt ſuch a man, as 
| they would ſhut out the winds, or ſecure them- 
ſelves againſt Storms and Tempeſts; for it were 
impoſſible to Live without abaring and moderating 
Mens fiery Heats and Paſſions. And theſe Hints 
LC will ſerve to inform us that the meek and peacea- 
dle is like to have moſt even of this world, on 
ma account of God's promiſe to thoſe fort of Men: 
FE and becauſe the temper of ſuch is ſo very agreea- 
ble and uſeful to all Degrees and Orders of Men 
nin the world, I very well remember alſo, that 
the Bleſſing here promiſed, of inheriting the earth, 
is not always limited to the moſt ſtrict and literal 
ſenſe, but is allowed to ſignify Bleſſings of a dif- 
ferent Nature, from thoſc we call temporal; as 
that ſpiritual Happineſs, ariſing from the divine 
frame and temper of mind, the meek are ever bleſt 
_ with, which is therefore reckoned among the fruit 
of thc Spirit, Ga/. 5. 23. and is the effect of that 
iaafluence the Spirit of God always hath on the minds 
ot good men; and what a ge ſtate of Life _ 
_— 3 * | t us 
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our Saviour in the 7M 


0" 
neſs towards all Men; the Lamb is the Enſign or 
Bearing of our Bleſt Redeemer, to repreſent the "FF 
innocence and tenderneſs of his temper, and the } 
Holy Ghoſt takes a Dove to appear in, Simpleæ 
animal & Letum , a chearful innocent Creature, 
that hath no Gall, nor hawks beak, nor Eagles 
| Pounces; bur is all over ſweetneſs, innocence and 
BZ peace; fo that the meck man hath moſt of Spi- 
ritual and Heavenly Enjoyments of all others; if to 
ö live after the Example of our Lord, or to be gui- 
| ded by the Spirit, be a Heavenly and Spiritual Life. 
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To add but a few words more on this head, if | 
Earth ba taken for Heaven, as it ſometimes is ,. 4. 
and future Enjoyments come under the Style and © Ss 7 
; Character of preſent and temporal Bleſſings; as it | 
| can't be denyed but they ſometimes do, for the 
| Land of Canaan was a Type of Heaven; and the 

romiſed Inheritance which God gave the Iſraelites 
Hh „ an Earneſt and Figure of a better and more 
Durable Poſſcſhon in another world; and fo it is 
underſtood by the beſt Interpreters; in this ſenſe 
it is plain that the meck man puts in an undoubt- | # 
ed Claim, and hath a moſt juſt Ticle to. the ples . 
3 ures 7 
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Account: we have a full Aſſurance , that we b 

the ſame ſteps ſhall at laſt arrive at all that Reſt, 
and Satisfaction, Honour, and Happinels , that our 
Natures arc Capable of. 


I have no more to add, but that this mcek 
and humble Temper of Mind, is very proper to 
affect us with 1 tear, and a moſt venerable re- 
gard for God, which he expects from all Degrees 
and Orders of Men, not excepring the greateſt and 
mighrieſt upon Earth, P/al. 2. 10, 11. and if from 
theſe, ſo fike „ ſo near himſelf, much more from 
us who are ſubject and inferior to them. May there- 
fore theſe Vertues ſo Direct and Influence our Minds, 
as to preſerve in us a moſt conſtant and ſerious Re- 
verence for our Maker, and oblige us to treat him 
and all that belongs to him, with the higheſt Re- 
ſpect and Obſervance; let us not ſuffer a thought 
_ unworthy of God to have any place in our minds. 
Let us 1 forbear to mention his Name other- 
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Vine Vertues, and upon no vain nor trifling account, "= 


Non wacat exiguis Rebus adeſſe Jovi: 


much leſs let us dare to profane it, with horrid”. I 
Oaths, Blaſphemies and Execrations, which are u- 


ſually as ſenſelefs, as they are impious, being moſt 
an End the effects of our Pride, or our anger, the 
laſt of which is unreaſonable, and the other vain. 
And for what ſtands next to God, and bears the Im- 
preſſes and Characters of his Power and Goodneſs, 
Humility and Meekneſs teach us, to treat them 


with an Obſervance ſutable to their high Station, 


and the End for which God hath entruſted them 
with the adminiſtration of his Power and Juſtice. 
Let us Recommend them to God, making Prayers 
and luterceſſions, with thankful Acknowledgment 
for the Queen, and all that are in Authority, that 
under them we may Live quiet and peaceable Lives, 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty; and let our Prayers 
be accompanied with Submiſſion, and Obedience, 
whether it be to the Queen as ſupreme, or unto 
Governours as thoſe that are ſent by Her, for the 


Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and for the praiſe of 


them that do well; for this is the will of God, 
that with this ſort of Behaviour towards our Supe- 
riours, we ſhould ſilence the Calumnies of thoſe , 


| that are ready to repreſent us as ſeditious and tur- 


bulent , ſtubborn and diſobedient to them that are 
| = 
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neither muſt we forget to . 1 + 


ſelves . and reſpectfully towards all tho 
——pcrſons and thin 


55 that are the Miniſters and In- 
1 nts of Religion; we are not only to Ho- 


——=- bad 
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* nour his Holy Name, but his Word too; thoſe 
belly Oracles which are able to make us wiſe un- 
do Salvation, and by which we ſhall be judged at 
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dae lat Day; to treat theſe with Contempt and 
_—— Scorn, to turn them into Burleſque and Ridicule , 
iz an Iniquity that ought to be Puniſhed by the 
 Y Judges, as the biggeſt affront that can be offered 
* to God and Religion, and may be gueſt at by N 
9 _ only, the Indignity our, Prince and whole 


onſtitution would Labour under, if @ny conſide- 
rable number of Men ſhould dare to take the Li- 
berty of expoling and treating with Contempt the 
whole Body of our Laws, by which all of us are, 
and ought of fight to be govern'd. I might alſo 
! under this head properly enough recommend a due 
1 Regard to the dignity and patrimony of the Prieſt- 
hood, but that it hath been done already; by our 
moſt Auguſt and Generous Princeſs, and ſeconded 
by the unanimous Concurrence of both Houſes of 
; I Parliament: ſo that it is moſt becoming our Sta- 
tion and Character, to content our ſelves with ex- 
| _ our acknowledgments, and our gratitude , 
for a Favour wherein her Majeſty hath out-done 
moſt of Her Glorious Predcceilors : and to fay with 
Ezra on the like occaſion, Ez. 7. 27. Beſſed be the 
Lord God of Tjrael , which hath put juch a thin 85 
this into the Queens hear, and hath extended Meriy unto 
115 before the Queen aud her Counſellors, and hetore all the 


Queens mighty Princes, MAY the ALMIGHTY and 
the 
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CRED MAJESTY with his Divine Power and: Wik 
dom, that all thoſe things ſhe hath ſo glorioulſ 1 


| — or Quality ſoever, Unite together for the De- 
fence of Her Majeſties Perſon and Government, our 


ſion we can poſſibly make for our own Eaſe and Securi- 
ty, as well as for the Honour and Safety of Her Ma- 


1 


generouſly undertaken , may Proſper in Her hand 


oP 


Give the QUEEN a long Life, O Lord, for the 9 
of thy Church and People; let Her Reign be Pro- 


ſperous and Her Days many; Sera in Calum Redeat; 


may ſhe go late to Heaven, and not leave theſe belo- _ 0 
ved Iſlands, till She hath firmly Eftabliſhed, and long 
Enjoy d the fruit of Righteouſneſs and Peace, Reli- 
gion and Piety, Compaſſion and Charity, and all thoſe 
Graces and Vertues, whereof in Her own Sacred Per- 
ſon She cxhibits-andeſets in view a moſt Illuſtrious Ex- 
ample : and let us and all Her Subjects of what De- 


juſt Rights and Liberties, and the true Religion as by 
Law eſtabliſned amongſt us, which is the beſt Provi- 


jeſt y and Her Government. 


And grant, O Lord, we beſeech thee , that the 
Courſe of this world may be ſo peaceably ordered 
by thy Governance, that thy Church may joyful- 
ly ſerve thee en all godly quietneſs, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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